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Mission Statement 

The mission of Union Grove Christian School is to be an extension of the Christian 

home and Bible believing church in challenging and inspiring each student; To know 

and grow in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ, to demonstrate Christ in one’s life as   

God's truth and wisdom is manifested in all areas of life and last, to pursue excellence 

and integrity in their academic, creative and athletic endeavors. 

Vision Statement 

To love God, to love others while serving enthusiastically the students and families that 

God gives to Union Grove Christian School 

Fulfilling the Mission of Union Grove Christian School to partner with parents to 

provide a Biblically based academic education for our students will always be the 

aim of the faculty and staff of UGCS. Above all else, we acknowledge that God is 

sovereign and in control of all things. 

We know that COVID-19 caused major disruptions in our lives including the delivery 

of educational services to students during the 2020-2021 school year. We are grateful for 

the cooperation that we experienced from parents, students, faculty, and staff as we 

navigated through the past school year.  This cooperation allowed our students to enjoy 

face-to-face learning with a full slate of extracurricular activities as well. 

 As we look forward to the 2021-2022 school year, we have developed a COVID-19 

guideline to assist Union Grove for the 2021-2022 school year. It is designed to address 

issues related to the health and safety of our students, their families, and our faculty 

and staff; to describe how communication of information to key stakeholders will occur; 

and to outline other pertinent details related to how the school will function in the 2021-

2022 school year. It does not address all of the issues that are required of public schools 

which are not germane to UGCS. 

More than anything, we desire to ensure the health and safety of every individual who 

enters our building. This desire is driven by a love for our students, school families, and 

staff. When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was he responded in 

Matthew 22:37-39, “37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great 

commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.”  

We desire to demonstrate love in all that we do in the coming year. 
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Union Grove Christian School’s Guidance Plan is organized according to the following 

categories: 

Leadership 

 Infrastructure 

 Health and Safety on Campus 

 Instruction 

Guiding Principles 

 Uphold and continue to deliver on the mission of Union Grove Christian School 

 Provide a safe learning environment for students and staff 

 Ensure continuous learning through a variety of potential teaching and learning 

scenarios. 

LEADERSHIP 

Committee Members 

To provide a guidance plan that addresses the necessary issues related to instruction, 

teaching, and learning; health and safety; communication; and other associated needs, 

the following committee was assembled to provide input, draft, and finalize the plan. 

Faculty and Staff 

Beth Beck, 3rd Grade Teacher, and parent 

Amy Herns, Secondary Teacher and parent 

Wes Cromer, Director of Advancement and Athletics of Union Grove and parent 

Richie Owens, Union Grove Maintenance Director and parent 

 

School Leadership 

Pastor Josh Evans, President of Union Grove Christian School and parent 

Kacee Cromer, Administrator, Union Grove Christian School and parent 

Peter Steinhaus, Director of Development, Union Grove Christian School 

Dan Hightower, Elementary Principal, Union Grove Christian School 

 

Communication Plan 

 

We desire to communicate the most accurate information related to school operations, 

health and safety, and other pertinent health and safety information to families, 

students, and staff.  
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School staff will receive internal communications as needed related to pertinent 

COVID-19 issues (e.g., information from state and local health officials, school 

operations, building closure, etc.). These messages will come from either the President, 

Head Administrator, or Director of Development of Union Grove. 

 

Union Grove families will receive updates on COVID-19 via email and text.  Additional 

urgent information (e.g., steps at promoting health and safety, event cancellations, 

school closure notice, etc.) will occur on an as-needed basis via email and/or text. 

 

Finally, the COVID-19 pandemic has been and will continue to be, fluid. Due to this 

fact, our planning assumes that current guidance, as well as future regulations and 

safety measures may change over time. As changes occur, it is likely our plans will 

also need to change.  

 

Attendance and Grading  

Attendance records and grading will follow the guidelines that are outlined in the 

UGCS Family Handbooks.   

Please be aware that quarantines can result in excessive absences.   

Health and Safety 

The health and safety of our students and staff are primary concerns for Union Grove 

Christian School. While it is impossible to plan for all potential scenarios that could take 

place due to COVID-19 (or other similar emergencies), this section outlines currently 

planned procedures that will govern school operations while occupying the school 

building. Union Grove is committed to using all available resources in our efforts to 

protect students and staff. 

Union Grove will work with NCCSA, AACS, and our local and state health 

departments in making any decisions about short- and long-term school closures, if 

necessary. 

The Administration of Union Grove Christian School will make all final decisions 

regarding moving between operating levels, including school closure, and 

communicate them to parents and staff through our communication channels. 

Planning for Health and Safety of Individuals (when in the building) 

 A “One Wave Vortex Air Cleaner” was installed in each of our HVAC systems at 

the start of the 2020-2021 school term.  It is a system built to eradicate germs and 

bacteria in our buildings. 
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 Numerous hand sanitizer dispensers will be placed throughout school buildings 

in all classrooms and high traffic areas. 

Sanitary containers 

 Trash cans will be placed in all areas of school hallways and classrooms 

 All trash cans will be emptied when full or at the end of each day. 

 Plastic bag liners will be replaced each day. 

Buildings and Vehicles 

 The entire campus will be cleaned, disinfected each day. 

 All door handles will have anti-bacterial guards placed on them.  

 When buses are used they will be cleaned, disinfected, and ventilated after each 

use. 

 All furniture, especially desks and chairs will be cleaned and disinfected daily. 

 All high traffic areas (Hallways) will be regularly disinfected. 

Personal Hygiene for all faculty, staff, and students 

 Wash hands and Sanitize hands 

o Everyone should wash their hands with soap, hot water, and/or sanitizer. 

 Before touching your eyes, nose, or mouth; wash or sanitize your 

hands if you touched an item or surface that may be frequently 

touched by other people, such as door handles, tables, etc. 

 After all physical activity. 

 Before snacks and meals. 

 Right after entering school. 

 After bathroom usage. 

 Coughing in school. 

o Cover your mouth with tissue or cloth. 

o Discard used tissue in sanitary bins/trash cans. 

o Wash hands with soap for more than 30 seconds. 

 Do not share cups, water bottles, plates, towels. 

 Going to school when you have a fever, difficulty breathing, coughing. 

Student Entry into School 

If the student has been ill, they will NOT be allowed to return to school until one full 

day has passed with no medicine or symptoms.  A students may acquire a doctor’s 

note stating that they can return to school earlier. 
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Preschool and K5 

 Masks are optional 

 Please be on the alert and do not send your child to preschool/daycare if they 

have any of the following symptoms. 

o Fever or Chills 

o Coughing 

o Shortness of Breath or Difficulty breathing 

o Nausea or Vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

o headache 

o Congestion or runny nose 

o Sore throat 

o New loss of taste or smell 

 All preschool/daycare students will enter through the double doors located 

in the breezeway.   

 

UGCS Students: Grades 1-12 

 Masks are optional 

 Please be on the alert and do not send your child to school if they have any of the 

following symptoms. 

o Fever or Chills 

o Coughing 

o Shortness of Breath or Difficulty breathing 

o Nausea or Vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

o headache 

o Congestion or runny nose 

o Sore throat 

o New loss of taste or smell 

 

Positive Tests or Exposure: 

 If a student, faculty, or staff member has a positive test of COVID 

o They must quarantine for 5 days starting with the day of symptoms or 

with starting with the collection of the specimen. 

 They may return to school when: 

o It has been 5 days since the first day of symptoms; AND 

 It has been 24 hours since the individual has had a fever without 

the use of fever-reducing medication 

 Other symptoms of COVID are improving 
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o The wearing of a mask is strongly recommended for students and 

required for UGCS faculty/staff. 

o A negative test is not needed to return to school 

 

Symptomatic and Untested: If a student or staff member has symptoms of COVID but 

has not been tested for COVID nor has visited a health care provider they will be 

presumed positive for COVID due to the presence of a clinically compatible illness in 

the absence of testing. 

 The student or staff member can return to school when it has been at least 5 days 

since symptoms and 24 hours since the person have been without a fever without 

using fever-reducing medicine. 

 Other symptoms of COVID must be improving 

 

Alternate Diagnosis: 

 An Alternate Diagnosis is when an individual has developed COVID-like 

symptoms but has received a negative test or has visited a health provider and 

received a diagnosis that would explain the COVID-like symptoms. 

 A student or staff member can return to school when it has been 24 hours since 

the person had a fever without using fever-reducing medicines and they have 

felt well for 24 hours. 

 

Exposure: 

 Individual contact tracing and exclusion from schools of asymptomatic people 
after an identified exposure are no longer recommended statewide in NC K-12  
schools: therefore UGCS will follow this recommendation. 

 When  a  COVID-19  case  is  identified in the UGCS school  setting:  
o UGCS will notify potentially exposed students or staff so they can receive 

appropriate public health guidance,  testing,  and access to any resources 
that might be needed. 

o Notification  can  be  on  an  individual,  group, or  school  basis  
o People who have been notified of exposure should be tested immediately 

if symptomatic. 
 

 

Mitigation Strategies 

 

Classroom Seating 

Teachers will arrange seating at desks/tables in fashion to minimize potential 

contamination. 
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Library, Assemblies, and Chapels 

The library will remain closed this school year.  

 

Assemblies will return to normal settings as in previous years. This would include all 

chapel services.  

 

Physical Education Classes 

All equipment will be sanitized with a disinfection solution before re-use.   

 

Music and Arts Classes 

Music classes will return to normal class settings. 

 

Elementary Art class equipment and materials that will be used will be sanitized.  All 

art students in grades 7-12 will need to supply their own drawing and painting tools.  

 

Holding Room for Sick Students 

UGCS has designated a room that will be utilized as a holding area for sick students 

that are waiting to be picked up. 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

We recognize that PPE can present challenges to students and teachers in the 

educational environment. Balancing between safety and effective instruction is 

challenging and we want to do our best to ensure both. 

 

Masks will not be required but will are recommended.  Fully vaccinated individuals do 

not have to wear a mask. 

 

Drinking Fountains and water bottles 

Students should plan to bring water bottles to school. Drinking fountains with filter 

bottle fillers have been installed in all classroom hallways and they will be available for 

use. 

 

 


