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Mission Statement 

The mission of Union Grove Christian School is to be an extension of the Christian 

home and Bible believing church in challenging and inspiring each student; To know 

and grow in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ; to demonstrate Christ in one’s life as   

God's truth and wisdom is manifested in all areas of their life; To pursue excellence and 

integrity in their academic, creative and athletic endeavors. 

Vision Statement 

To love God, to love others while serving enthusiastically the students and families that 

God gives to Union Grove Christian School 

 

The desire of Union Grove Christian School is to partner with parents and provide a 

Biblically based education for our students. This will always be the aim of the faculty 

and staff of UGCS. Above all else we acknowledge that God is sovereign and in control 

of all things. 

We also acknowledge that COVID-19 caused major disruptions in our lives including 

the delivery of educational services to students during the 2019-2020 school year. We 

also recognize as difficult as the transition to distance learning was last year, the 

possibility exists that we will experience similar disruptions in the 2020-2021 academic 

school year. The UGCS faculty did the heavy lifting of transitioning our instruction 

from “brick and mortar,” face-to-face instruction, to distance learning with little 

previous experience or planning. While effective in our efforts, we desire to continually 

improve on our delivery efforts in order to ensure continuity of teaching and learning 

regardless of what public health emergencies or other disruptions may be encountered 

in the future. 

This Reopening Plan has been designed to assist Union Grove in preparing for, and 

delivering instruction to students for the 2020-2021 school year. It is designed to address 

continuous learning efforts, whether in-person or remotely. It is also designed to 

address issues related to the health and safety of our students, their families, and our 

faculty and staff; to describe how communication of information to key stakeholders 

will occur; and to outline other pertinent details related to how the school will function 

in the 2020-2021 school year. 

More than anything, our desire is to ensure the health and safety of every individual 

who enters our building. This desire is driven by a love for God, our students, school 

families, and staff. When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was He 

responded in Matthew 22:37-39, “37 Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first 
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and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself.” Loving our neighbors during a global pandemic means we will 

have to do things differently. Keeping our distance from one another, limiting visitors 

in the building, even wearing masks as needed, all of these are extraordinary actions 

that show love, care, and compassion for our neighbors. Our desire is to demonstrate 

love in all that we do in the coming school year. 

This document is intended to address a variety of issues related to the re-opening of 

Union Grove Christian School for the 2020-2021 school year. It does not address all of 

the issues that are required of public schools which are not germane to UGCS. 

Union Grove Christian School’s Reopening Plan is organized according to the following 

categories: 

Leadership 

 Infrastructure 

 Health and Safety on Campus 

 Instruction 

Guiding Principles 

 Uphold and continue to deliver on the mission of Union Grove Christian School 

 Provide a safe learning environment for students and staff 

 Ensure continuous learning through a variety of potential teaching and learning 

scenarios. 

LEADERSHIP 

Committee Members 

In order to build a reopening plan that addresses the necessary issues related to 

instruction, teaching, and learning; health and safety; communication; and other 

associated needs, the following committee was assembled to provide input, draft, and 

finalize the plan. 

Faculty and Staff 

Beth Beck, 4th Grade Teacher 

Amy Herns, Secondary Teacher and parent 

Wes Cromer, Director of Advancement and Athletics of Union Grove and parent 

Richie Owens, Union Grove Maintenance Director and parent 
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Parents and Community Stakeholders 

Elaine Repass, Parent and medical professional 

Megan James, Elementary Parent 

Misty Hurt, PATS Club representative and parent 

 

School Leadership 

Pastor Ken Harris, President of Union Grove Christian School and parent 

Jeff Woosley, Administrator, Union Grove Christian School 

Peter Steinhaus, Executive Administrator, Union Grove Ministries 

Dan Hightower, Elementary Principal, Union Grove Christian School 

 

Communication Plan 

 

During the 2020-2021 school year, communication, both internally and externally, will 

be critical. We desire to communicate the most accurate information related to school 

operations, health and safety, and other pertinent health and safety information to 

families, students, and staff on a regular basis. We understand both the need to provide 

relevant information but also the need to not inundate staff and families with too much 

information. 

 

School staff will receive internal communications as needed related to pertinent 

COVID-19 issues (e.g., information from state and local health officials, school 

operations, building closure, etc.). These messages will come from either the President, 

Head Administrator or Executive Administrator of Union Grove. 

 

Union Grove families will receive updates on COVID-19 via email and text.  These 

updates will also be posted at www.uniongroveonline.com under the COVID tab. 

Additional urgent information (e.g., steps at promoting health and safety, event 

cancellations, school closure notice, etc.) will occur on an as needed basis via email 

and/or text. 

 

Additionally, teachers will be communicating regularly with parents regarding 

classroom activities, social distancing, cough, and any other issues that arise within the 

classroom through their regular weekly newsletters. 

 

Expect that communications from the school will intensify during any direct infection of 

students, classroom, or school closure. We will make every attempt to limit these 

communications but also want to ensure that families are aware of all necessary 

information. 

http://www.uniongroveonline.com/
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Finally, the COVID-19 pandemic has been, and will continue to be, fluid. Due to this 

fact, our planning assumes that current guidance, as well as future regulations and 

safety measures may change over time. As changes occur, it is likely our plans will 

also need to change. This document attempts to address the most common and likely 

scenarios that may occur due to COVID-19; however, in the event unforeseen 

circumstances warrant, we will address those issues and relay information to the school 

community in the timeliest manner possible. 

 

Attendance and Grading (including any Remote Learning) 

Our desire for the 2020-2021 school year is to occupy the building and provide direct, 

face-to-face instruction to the greatest extent possible, in the safest way possible. In the 

event direct instruction cannot occur due to a COVID-19 school closure, Union Grove 

will make the switch to distance learning via google classroom. Union Grove will 

require student attendance and participation during any remote learning instruction 

and maintain our standard grading procedures during remote learning. 

Our goal for any instructional time outside the building is for real teaching and learning 

to occur, with real results and accountability. Teachers will provide assignments, issue 

grades, monitor student progress, and engage with students regularly during remote 

learning periods. 

While attendance is expected during remote learning, we also know that 

accommodating family needs and schedules during remote learning can be 

complicated. As mentioned in our overview, grace and love will guide our actions this 

year; as such, attendance will not be used as criteria for grading in any class. If 

attendance becomes challenging, we will communicate and work with families to 

determine how best to support student(s) and family needs. 

School Lunch Program 

We have determined, in discussion with our cafeteria supervisor that at the start of the 

school year we will not be providing school lunch for our students, staff and faculty.  

We understand that this may place an additional undue burden on parents, but at this 

time we are asking all students to bring a bag lunch to school when they come to school.  

Parents, please do not bring lunches to the office during the day to be delivered to your 

child. There will be no microwaves available during this time. Beginning with the first 

full day of school students will be eating in their classroom or in a designated area.  Our 

lunchroom services will be evaluated after Labor Day.  
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Visitors 

We have also made the decision to limit visitors in the building during the 2020-2021 

school year. In limiting visitors, Union Grove will not allow parents to enter the 

building for lunch with their children as we have in past years.  Parents will not be 

allowed to bring students to their classrooms after the first day of classes. This is due to 

guidelines established by the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 

Resources and the North Carolina Department of Child Care. 

Health and Safety 

The health and safety of our students and staff are primary concerns for Union Grove 

Christian School. While it is impossible to plan for all potential scenarios that could take 

place due to COVID-19 (or other similar emergency situation), this section outlines 

current planned procedures that will govern school operations while occupying the 

school building. Union Grove is committed to using all available resources in our efforts 

to protect students and staff. 

During the 2019-2020 school year, state leaders made decisions about school closures 

outside of Union Grove’s control. In the coming year, such closures may occur again; 

however, in the 2020-2021 school year, state governors and local leaders are less likely 

to make such blanket decisions unless the public’s health and safety are at immediate 

risk. Union Grove will work with NCCSA, AACS and our local and state health 

departments in making any decisions about short- and long-term school closures. 

The Administration of Union Grove Christian School will make all final decisions 

regarding moving between operating levels, including school closure, and 

communicate them to parents and staff through our communication channels. 

If UGCS students, staff or faculty contract the virus, Union Grove will immediately 

consult with local and state health offices and determine all appropriate next steps. If 

state or local health officials deem conditions warrant and closures are mandated, 

Union Grove will move to implement distance learning protocols. 

Planning for Health and Safety of Individuals (when in the building) 

 A “One Wave Vortex Air Cleaner” has been installed in each of our HVAC 

system to eradicate germs and bacteria in our buildings. 

 We will endeavor to provide open ventilation of the windows (when 

possible). 

 There will be no use of a ventilation machine using indoor air circulation 

only. 

 Numerous hand sanitizer dispensers will be placed throughout school buildings 

in all classrooms and high traffic areas. 
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Sanitary/Trash containers 

 Trash cans will be placed in all areas of school hallways and classrooms. 

 All trash cans will be emptied twice a day by school/church staff. 

 Plastic bag liners will be replaced each day. 

Buildings and Vehicles 

 The entire campus will be cleaned, disinfected each day. 

 All door handles are to be wiped down  

 When buses are used they will be cleaned, disinfected and ventilated after each 

use. 

 All furniture, especially desks and chairs will be regularly disinfected. 

 All high traffic areas (hallways) will be regularly disinfected. 

Personal Hygiene for all faculty, staff and students 

 Wash hands and Sanitize hands 

o Everyone should wash their hands with soap, hot water, and/or sanitizer. 

 Before touching your eyes, nose, or mouth; wash or sanitize hands 

if you touched an item or surface that may be frequently touched 

by other people, such as door handles, tables, etc. 

 After all physical activity. 

 Before snacks and meals. 

 Right after entering school. 

 After bathroom usage. 

 Coughing in school. 

o Cover your mouth with tissue or cloths. 

o Discard used tissue in sanitary bins/trash cans. 

o Wash hands with soap for more than 30 seconds. 

 Do not share cups, water bottle, food, plates, towels. 

 Do not come to school when you have a fever, difficulty breathing, or have a 

cough. 

Student Entry into School 

We have been advised by legal counsel, the NCCSA and the AACS, as well as local 

health advisors that we should conduct regular student medical screenings each 

day, as well as ask all students in grades 1-12 to wear a mask when entering the 

building and when moving through the hallways. The Department of Health and 

Human Resources and the North Carolina Department of Non-Public Education 

have strongly recommended wearing face coverings in all areas except when eating, 

drinking, and strenuously exercising.   
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By implementing these policies now, we are getting ourselves accustomed to what 

will be the "new normal" until the COVID-19 pandemic abates. 

 

An interim modification will be made to our Parent/Student Handbook. Students 

who are ill will NOT be allowed to return to school if any other family member 

exhibits any COVID19 related symptoms. If the student has been ill, they will NOT 

be allowed to return to school until 72 hours have passed with no medicine and no 

symptoms. 

 

All personnel performing medical screenings on students will always wear a mask 

and gloves. 

 

Preschool and K5 

 Please be on the alert and do not send your child to preschool/daycare if they 

have any of the following symptoms. 

o High fever over 1000 

o Coughing 

o Difficulty breathing 

o Vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

o Mucus build-up/discharge 

o Physical weakness 

 All preschool/daycare students will enter through the double doors located 

in the breezeway.  Parents will not be allowed to move past the check in table. 

 K3, K4, K5 students are not required to wear masks entering into the 

building. 

 Each child will have their temperature taken upon entry into school. 

o Parents may take their child’s temperature at home and then record it 

on Active Alert which is found at www.uniongroveonline.com. The 

temperature must be taken between 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M. 

o Each child will have their temperature taken, a second time, before 

they leave school for the day. 

o We would ask that parents not leave the school property until their 

child has been screened at check-in 

o If a child has a temperature over 1000 they will be sent home for 72 

hours.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.uniongroveonline.com/
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If a Preschool student has COVID 19 Symptoms – Whether tested or not tested 

 The following questions must be answered in the affirmative before returning 

to school 

o Has it been 10 days since symptoms first appeared? 

o Has it been 72 hours since they last had a fever? 

o Has it been 72 hours since person’s symptoms have improved? 

 If these are answered in the affirmative a student may return to school 

whether they have been tested or not tested. 

 If a child has been in close contact with an individual that tested positive for 

COVID 19, they must be quarantined for 14 days. 

 

UGCS Students: Grades 1-12 

 All students in grades 1-3 will enter through the double doors located on the 

lower level of the elementary building. 

 All students in grades 4-6 are asked to enter through the door located at the back 

of the church at the bottom of the ramp. 

 All students in grades 7-12 are asked to enter through the double doors that lead 

to the lobby. 

 All students are asked to wear a mask into the building and when passing 

through the hallways. 

 Please be on the alert and do not send your child to school if they have any of the 

following symptoms. 

o High fever over 100°F 

o Coughing 

o Difficulty breathing 

o Vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

o Mucus build-up/discharge 

o Physical weakness 

 All students will have their temperature taken upon entry into school. 

o Parents may take their child’s temperature at home, recording it on Active 

Alert which is found at www.uniongroveonline.com. The temperature 

must be taken between 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M. 

o Each student will have their temperature taken, a second time, sometime 

before they leave for the day. 

o We would ask that parents not leave the school property until their child 

has been screened at check-in 

o If a child has a temperature over 1000  they will be sent home for 72 hours.   

 

 

http://www.uniongroveonline.com/
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If a UGCS student has COVID 19 Symptoms – Whether tested or not tested 

 The following questions must be answered in the affirmative before returning to 

school 

o Has it been 10 days since symptoms first appeared? 

o Has it been 72 hours since they last had a fever? 

o Has it been 72 hours since person’s symptoms have improved? 

 If these are answered in the affirmative a student may return to school whether 

they have been tested or not tested. 

 If a child has been in close contact with an individual that tested positive for 

COVID 19, they must be quarantined for 14 days. 

 

Mitigation Strategies 

 

Hallways 

Teachers will ensure that elementary students maintain increased spacing in lines as 

they move through hallways.  

 

Secondary students will not be allowed to congregate in hallways.  They must report 

immediately to the classroom for the assigned hour. 

 

Classroom Seating 

Teachers will arrange seating at desks/tables in a fashion to minimize potential 

contamination. 

 

Library, Assemblies, and Chapels 

The library will be closed this school year.  

 

Assemblies will be limited and social distancing will be practiced. When possible online 

viewing will be provided so students do not gather in large settings.  

 

For chapels, which are an integral part of UGCS, we will move to additional chapels 

and small group studies for our students. 

 

Physical Education Classes 

Person-to-person contact sports or activities will be avoided. All equipment will be 

sanitized with a disinfection solution prior to re-use.  During the fall all P.E. classes will 

be held outdoors weather permitting. 
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Music and Arts Classes 

Junior and Senior High choirs will meet in the church auditorium and social distancing 

will be practiced to avoid the spread of any contamination.  

 

Elementary Art class equipment and materials that will be used will be sanitized before 

re-sue.  All art students in grades 7-12 will need to supply their own drawing and 

painting tools.  

 

Recess Procedures 

Each grade will be assigned a recess time and the class will be divided with one group 

assigned to the ball fields and the other group assigned to the playground area.  

Students will social distance when walking to recess. 

  

Holding Room for Sick Students 

UGCS has designated a room that will be utilized as a holding area for sick students 

that are waiting to be picked up. 

 

Visitors and Volunteers 

We will suspend nearly all of our volunteer programs during this time to limit the 

number of people inside our buildings.  

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

We recognize that PPE can present challenges to students and teachers in the 

educational environment. Balancing between safety and effective instruction is 

challenging and we want to do our best to ensure both. 

 

 Union Grove Christian School teachers and staff will be required to wear facemasks 

and/or face shields during school hours while inside the building and in common 

areas.  

 Staff supervising the Before and After School Program will follow the same 

protocols as staff during the school hours. 

 The North Carolina Department of Health and Human resources, The North 

Carolina Department of Non-Public Education have asked that all teachers, staff, 

students, and anyone entering the building or on school grounds in grades 1-12 

wear face coverings.   
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Drinking Fountains and water bottles 

Students should plan to bring water bottles to school. Drinking fountains in the 

building will be turned off to avoid the potential spread of the virus. Drinking fountains 

with filtered bottle fillers have been installed in all classroom hallways and they will be 

available for use. 

 

Eliminating soft surfaces 

Union Grove Christian School will remove “soft surfaces” from classrooms (e.g., cloth 

upholstered chairs, area rugs, etc.) for the 2020-2021 school year that cannot easily be 

wiped down, cleaned, and disinfected. This will help eliminate areas in classrooms that 

could trap and accelerate the spread of the coronavirus.  

 

After School Pickup 

Elementary pickup will occur as practiced in the past, with the exception that 

elementary students will use the entirety of the sidewalk from the fellowship hall to the 

breezeway. 

Junior High and Senior High students will be asked to social distance and stand from 

the junior high/senior building past the front of the Fellowship Hall/Gym. All three 

exit areas will be used at dismissal time. 

 

Plans in the event of switching to distance learning 

If Union Grove must move to distance learning the building will be closed to the public. 

Classroom teachers, Before and After School Care staff, and the Head of School are 

designated as essential staff and may enter the building. 

Essential Staff members may access the building during distance learning times under 

the following conditions: 

 Teachers and staff working in the building must be in their classrooms/work 

areas with the door closed. 

 When in common areas (e.g., hallways, office, teacher workroom, etc.), all staff 

must remain appropriately distanced from one another. 

 

Goals for Distance Learning 

If necessary due to a COVID-19 outbreak and Union Grove has to move to distance 

learning for students, our goals will remain similar to those we outlined last spring 

during our spring distance learning efforts: 
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 Focus on the Mission of Union Grove Christian School and expect excellence in 

all that we do. Our Mission to partner with parents has not changed. 

 We will continue to deliver on our promise of providing an academically, 

biblically based education to our students. 

 Make instruction relevant, engaging, and meaningful for all students. 

 Emphasize teaching and learning. 

 Teachers will treat remote learning as real school, with real work. 

 Students should be ready to engage and learn. 

 Use technology to enable learning, not hinder it. 

 Embrace new opportunities. Teachers will focus on priority content but also try 

new and innovative teaching methods to introduce new content during remote 

learning. 

 Keep student screen time and work expectations reasonable. 

o Students will not be in front of computer screens all day. 

 Keep instructional aspects and parent engagement reasonable; our desire is not 

to overwhelm anyone, student or parent. 

o Students should have time to engage with parents, siblings and others 

socially and safely, as well as get outside for fresh air. Our desire is to 

balance learning with family time. 

 Keep everything in perspective. We cannot replicate everything remotely. Bear 

with us, share concerns, and let grace abound. 

Required Attendance 

If we are required to move to distance learning, attendance will be required (with 

flexibility and grace provided where possible). Instruction will be continuous and 

include both synchronous (e.g., scheduled instruction via Zoom or other video service) 

and asynchronous (videos and flexible off-line and online assignments without direct 

teacher interaction) learning opportunities. Student progress will be monitored and 

grades issued. 

Distance Learning Instructional Time 

Distance learning will include specific allotted time for instruction and completion of 

work for each grade level. Parents and students should expect daily instruction and 

student work and daily check-ins (Office Hours). 

 


